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Background

INFARM stands for the “International FAO Antimicrobial Resistance Monitoring System”. More
information can be found at the following URL:
https://www.fao.org/antimicrobial-resistance/resources/database/infarm/en/

The INFARM protocol is subdivided into two categories: Model A (isolate-level data) and Model B
(aggregate statistics). Countries can choose between submitting more granular data with Model A or
aggregate statistics with Model B. Countries make these determinations using the INFARM web portal,
and then use the corresponding settings in WHONET to generate the data files for upload to the portal.

About this document

This document provides information on how to import existing FAO InNFARM Model A data files into
BacLink to create WHONET data files. BacLink has preconfigured options for importing INnFARM Excel or
CSV (text file) data. Model B data cannot be imported with BacLink, as it is aggregate data lacking
isolate-level details.

How to create a new InFARM-specific BacLink configuration

To import your existing data in the FAO InFARM Model a format, you first need to create the
corresponding BaclLink configuration file.

1. From the main screen of BaclLink, press the “New format” button highlighted below.
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File  Selectlanguage Help

Choose the name and format of the original data file.
Enter a name and format for the new data file. Click on "Begin conversion’.
If the format of your data file does not appear on the list, choose ‘New format.

File format

Excel_VarSeq [ Newformat
WAWHONET. Source'\BacLinkibin
wE4\Debug INFARNM Excel Edit format

InFARM Test Import

(L& R DE T RITRIEE Mexico - INDRE - Pertussis

| Delete format

NMC DIP

Solomon Islands - Fxcel
File name WAWHONET. Source\BacLinkibinwG4\Debug\Datal® b Browse
Mew data file
File name WIWHONET. Source\BacLinkibinwG4\Debug\Data\*.sqlite Browse

ForAccess files only
File format WHONET (SCLite) R
Begin conversion Exit

2. Fillin the first three questions regarding your country, laboratory description, and laboratory

code.

3. Press the “File structure” button and select either “InFARM (Excel)” or “InFARM (Text)” from the

list of options depending on the type of existing data files you have.

a. If you have a mixture of both types (Excel and CSV), then you will need to create one

configuration for each type.
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] 0 Baclink Configuration

Country
Laboratory name

Laboratory code
Maximum 10 letters

InFARM Excel —

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United MNations ~ | FAD

[INFARM Excel

INF_TEST

0 File structure

File structure

Codes and dates

Mew data file

Save as

File structure Text (Delimited)

Text (Delimited)

Text (Fixed columns)
Microsoft Excel (xlsx)
Microsoft Access (.accdb)
File name dBASE

Phoenix (BD EpiCenter)
Copernico

) . Microscan (Interface)
File origin Microscan (Export)
Osiris

Sensititre (Interface)
Sensititre (Export)

Field delimiter

File location

Character set

SIRScan
Antibiotics Vitek (Observa)
Vitek (Vitek 2, Vitek Compact)
o ALIS
Guidelines ASIARS-Net (Delimited)

Number of rows of data for e[BLIS
Cerner Millennium
Antibiotic sequence Disalab

Test methods FAQ (Excel)
~|HISP INDIA DHIS2
Number of test methods in o= =TTT=Te]

INFARM (Text)

LabBook
Does the first row of the data) MIKRA (Croatia)

O Yes O No [yeditech

MICLIS (Morway)

Data fields NARMS (United States)
SEMAITE

Browse

Browse

WHONET data fields.

OK

Press “OK” on the “File structure” screen to return to the “BacLink Configuration” screen.
Press “Save” on this screen and return to the main menu, where your new configuration file
should be listed.

Importing data files with BacLink

The procedure above must only be followed once on your system. Once you have an InNFARM
configuration, you can simply select it from the list, choose your corresponding data file, and convert the
data into the WHONET data file structure using the procedure below.

Choose your INFARM configuration file from the list of options on the BacLink main screen.
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File  Selectlanguage Help
Choose the name and format of the original data file.

Enter a name and format for the new data file. Click on 'Begin conversion’.
Ifthe format of your data file does not appear on the list, choose MNew format.

File format

Excel_War3Seq
WAWHONET.Source\BacLinkibin

INFARM Excel
wE4\Debugl d e

INFARM Test Import

INFARM Excel-INFARM.cfg Mexico - INDRE - Pertussis

NMC DIP
Sanlomon Islands - Frrcel
File name WAWHONET. Source'\BacLinkibinkG4\Debug\Datal® xlsx
Table name Model A v
MNew data file
File name WIWHONET. Source\BacLinkibinwB4\Debug\Datal* sqlite
FarAccess files only
File format WHONET (SQLite) =

Beaqgin conversion

Mew format
Edit format

Delete format

Browse

Browse

Exit

2. Pressthe “Browse” button associated with the file name, highlighted in the image below.

File  Selectlanguage Help
Choose the name and format of the original data file.

Enter a name and format for the new data file. Click on ‘Begin conversion’.
If the format of your data file does not appear on the list, choose ‘Mew format.

File format

Excel_VarSeq
WAWHONET. Source\BacLinkibin

InFARM Excel
wE4\Debugl nrARi xce

INFARM Test Import

INFARM Excel-INFARM.cfg Mexico - INDRE - Pertussis

NMC DIP
Salomaon Islands - Fucel
File name WAWHOMET Source\BacLink\binwE4\Debug\Datal* xlsx
Table name Model A w
Mew data file
File name WIWHONET.Source\BacLink\binxG4\Debug\DataV. sqlite
ForAccess files only
File format WHONET (S0Lite) ~

Begin conversion

3. Choose your input data file. If you have an Excel configuration, this must be an .xlsx file. If you

have a Text configuration, the file should have a .csv or .txt file extension.

= O

Mew format
Edit format

Delete format

Browse

Browse

Exit

4. A default output file name will be provided in the “new data file” section. You may choose

another name or location for the output data or accept the defaults and move on.
5. Press “Begin conversion”.
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File  Selectlanguage Help
Choose the name and format of the original data file.

Enter a name and format for the new data file. Click on'Begin conversion”.
If the format of your data file does not appear on the list, choose "Mew format’.

File format
Excel_VarSeq Mew format
WIWHONET. Source\BacLinkibin
WwE4\Debugl InFARM Excel Edit format
InFARM Test Import
InFARM Excel-INFARM.cfg Mexico - INDRE - Pertussis Delete format
MMC DIP
Solomaon |slands - Fxeel
File name WAWHONET. Source\BacLink\binwG4\Debug\DatalinF arm.xlsx Browse
Table name Model A V
Mew data file
File name WAWHOMET Source\BacLink\binx&4\Debug\Data\FAC-INF_TEST-InFarm.sqlite Browse
ForAccess files only
File format WHONET (S0Lite) ~
Begin conversion Exit

6. The first three isolates will be shown sequentially so that you can make a brief visual inspection.
Some fields will be translated into the WHONET code set, others will be copied as-is. The system
should also recognize your antibiotics, which are shown in the lower window.

a. After reviewing each isolate, press “Next” to continue processing the data file.
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Field name Local value WHONET value
Identification number

Location

Department
Specimen number

Specimen date 19870628 28-Jun-1987
Specimen type FAECES st

Lacal specimen code FAECES FAECES
Isolate number P-LB-002 P-LB-002
Organism ACTPLE apl
Laocal organism code ACTFLE ACTFLE
Comment
Animal species CAT cil
Animal use BREE bre
Market category DOM d
Farm type INT int
Pooled sampling

AMX_ND30=7 AMP_MD10 = 64
CHL_MD30=8 NAL_ND30 =8 SMX_MD200 =16

TCY_ND30 = 64

Mext Cancel

7. Foreachisolate, press “Next” once you have finished looking over the record.

8. After the third isolate, the entire data file will be processed. You can monitor the conversion on
the following progress screen. Newly discovered codes will appear, as well as any conversion
problems, such as dates with unrecognized formats, etc.
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solates 724 | 2Seconds | I = 100w

Code type Distinct count Total occurrences

Specimen Identification

Code type Local code number number

CodeDict_Organism_Masterbd

CodeDict_Antibiotic_Master_CLS1 b

Data file WWHONET.Source\BacLinkibinwGd\Debug\DatalinFarm.xlsx
Conversion in progress

Creating output file

B Show newly-found codes. [ Cancel

9. Once the conversion has completed, you will be presented with a dialog box allowing you to
either continue back to the BacLink main screen, or you can view the entire database’s contents
if you choose “View database” (this feature is only available if you output your data to the
SQlite structure, which we highly recommend over the antiquated dBASE option).

10. You may now use the data file generated by BacLink with WHONET analyses.

11. For general BacLink questions not covered in this document, please refer to the documentation
found on your computer at C:\WHONET\Documents\ or online at the following URL:

a. https://whonet.org/training.html#tbacLinkResources
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